Clinical and pathological features of posttransplant lymphoproliferative disorders: influence on survival and response to treatment.
To review the clinical and pathological characteristics of patients with posttransplant lymphoproliferative disorders (PTLD) occurring after solid organ transplantation and determine the influence of these characteristics on response to treatment and survival. Retrospective review of 32 patients. Overall five-year survival was 59%. Forty-five percent of patients diagnosed within the first year after transplant had advanced disease. Characteristics that were associated with poorer survival were diagnosis within the first year posttransplant, monoclonal tumors and presentation with an infectious mononucleosis-like syndrome. Six of eight patients treated with surgery are alive and disease-free. Patients with PTLD can achieve long-term survival. Surgery can play an important role in selected patients. Characteristics that may be associated with poorer survival are diagnosis within the first year after transplant, presence of a monoclonal tumor or an infectious mononucleosis-like presentation.